

iiooe 


06/16/2004 16:56 FAX 248 


1566 


HO WARD & HOWARD 


Appln-No.: 09/904,468 
Amdt dated March 23, 2004 
Reply to Office action of January 16, 2QQ4 


REMARKS 


Claims 1, 3, 6 and 7 remain in the application with claim 1 being independent. 

Claim 1 has been amended to overcome the rejections under § 1 12. 

Claim 1 has also been amended to clearly distinguish over Speas '284. The 
Examiner admits the "Speas fails to disclose thermoplastic material which is disposed 
over a pointed edge of reinforcement/' Claim 1 makes it clear that the three-sided corner 
reinforcement of the subject invention extends about a tapeired periphery wrapped in the 
material of the container while leaving the top surface of die reinforcement exposed. The 
Speas '284 is not remotely suggestive of the reinforcement cap to protect a three-sided 
corner of a container with the container material wrapped over the tapered edge of the 
reinforcement. At mosi, Speas teaches a circular rim for a drum which is attached by 
fusion of materials. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the Application, as amended, is now 
presented in condition for allowance, which allowance Is respectfully solicited- Applicant 
believes that no fees are due, however, if any become required, the Commissioner is 
hereby authorized to charge any additional fees or credit any overpayments to Deposit 
Account 08-2789. Further and favorable reconsideration of the outstanding Office Action 
is hereby requested. 
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Appln. No-: 09/904,468 

Amdt dated March 23, 2004 

Reply to Office action of Jan uary 16. 2004 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this Amendment for U.S. Serial No.: 09/904,468 filed 
July 13, 2001 is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as First Class Mail, 
postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 on March 23, 2004. 


Anne L. Kubit 
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